Number Sense Sort

 

Teacher Directions: Have pairs or small groups of students cut out the number cards. 

You can have students create Open Sorts…have them determine how to sort the cards based on characteristics that they choose. When students create categories, recommend that they create categories that will have at least 3 cards in each, when possible. Then, have them create an additional; card or two for each category so that they can demonstrate their understanding of the characteristics they have named. 

Or, you can use Closed Sorts…here are several suggestions for ways to have students sort:

· Rational numbers v. Irrational numbers

· Integers v. non-integers

· For rational numbers, those that are represented by terminating decimals v. those that are represented by repeating decimals

· Numbers that are between 0 and 1 v. numbers that are between 0 and – 1 

· Equivalent sets of numbers

· Sets of numbers with the same absolute value.

In addition, ask students to create a number line and arrange all the positive numbers on it in relative position from least to greatest. Use multiple versions of this to have students demonstrate that they can order the numbers.

Use the vocabulary of your grade/course to develop sorting activities to help students deepen their understanding of the relationships between/among numbers.

(Teacher Professional Development Activity by Carol Hynes, Leominster, MA and 

 Number Set Tiles, based on activity    posted on-line by Maria Andersen, TeachingCollegeMath.com)
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