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h

b 

A = 1/2(b)(h )

h

b = x

A = 1/2(b)(h )

A = 1/2(x)(2x -1)

h = 2x -1

If x = 16
   A = 248 cm2
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b = x

A = 1/2(b)(h )

A = 1/2(x)(2x -1)

h = 2x -1

If x = 16
   A = 248 cm2

Let's suppose that we were going to reuse the formula 

A = 1/2(x)(2x -1)

many times.  There is a way to type in the formula once and
then plug in a value for x.
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Let's suppose that we were going to reuse the formula 

A = 1/2(x)(2x -1)

many times.  There is a way to type in the formula once and
then plug in a value for x.

Above the key is a way to 
access a variable we can call x

We can use x in any expressions 
we would like, for example here is
the value of 2x:
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A = 1/2(x)(2x -1)

Since 16 is already stored in variable x, we can use the 
calculator and type in: 

Now if we wanted to use a different value of x, suppose we wanted to 
know what the area of this particular triangle would be if the base is 
21 cm, then we can store a new value of x, and re­use the same 
command without re­typing the formula.
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You can access the commands that 
you have previously used, by using  

This is handy when you want
to edit previous commands, maybe
to fix a mistake, or when you want
to re-execute a command with a 
new value (like now, using 21 
instead of 16)

Notice that  was used twice, 

the first time recalls the command that set 
the value of x to 21, and the second time 
recalls the command that used the formula. 
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